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Step 3 Click “Contour” on the layers panel. You will see all images fade except the one you are 
working with. The blue line around the image represents a cut path.

Step 4 Click on the portion of the image you do not want. The line will change to a light blue, 
indicating this will no longer show as part of the image and will not cut.



Contour Feature (cont.)
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Step 5 When you are finished hiding portions of the image, click on a blank area of the design screen. 
You will see the hidden contours no long appear as part of the image.
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Layers Panel (cont.)
The Attach tool has two functions. Attach holds your cuts in position so that images on the cutting mat 
will appear exactly as they show up on your design screen. Attach can also fasten a write or score line 
to a cut layer. 

Using Attach to Hold Position
Step 1 Select the images you would like to cut in a specific position. They will all be cutting from the 
same mat, so it’s a good idea to attach images that share a color. You will want to attach by layer or color.

Step 2 Once your images have been selected, open the Layers panel and click “Attach.”
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Layers Panel (cont.)
Step 3 You will know that your images are attached because they will all be the same color. When you 
are ready to cut, the images will show on the Mat Preview screen exactly as you have them arranged on 
your project.

Tip: If items are not attached, Cricut Design Space™ will cut in paper saver mode, meaning it will 
automatically place objects on the cutting mat as close together as possible to conserve material.
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Step 4 Should you want to detach your images, right click on the design screen and select the “Detach” 
option from the menu.

Layers Panel (cont.)

Using Attach to fasten a write or score to a cut layer

Step 1 Ungroup your image if it has multiple layers.

Section 9H
Layers Panel - Attach Tool
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Layers Panel (cont.)
Step 2 Select both the text to be written and the image or layer you would like it to write on. Open the 
Layers panel and click “Attach.”

Step 3 Your text will be converted to an image and will be written on the layer it has been attached to. 

Tip: You will know that your images are attached because they will be connected in the Layers panel.

Section 9H
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Sync Panel
The Sync panel helps you coordinate colors within your project. This can also help reduce the number 
of cutting mats need for a project.

Step 1 Open the Sync panel using the button in the top menu.

Step 2  Drag a shape from one row to another in the Color Sync panel. The color of the shape will 
change to the selected row color. 

Tip:  If you would like to move an entire row of shapes to a new color, hover over the row. Next to the color 
swatch, a verticle row of horizontal stripes will appear. Grap that handle and drag it to another color. All 
the pieces of the original color will be updated.
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Canvas Panel

Step 1  To use a canvas in Cricut Design Space, click “Set Canvas.”

Step 2  Select the canvas by clicking on the tile that most closely represents your project type. 

A new window will open showing the options for canvas types.

To better visualize your project, use a project canvas. The canvas will not cut. 
It acts as a guide to help you see how the finished project will appear  before you cut.



Canvas Panel (cont.)
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Step 3  Click “done” to add the canvas to your design space.

Tip: If you would like to place your design as though you are using a cutting mat, you may want to 
choose Basic canvas and then customize the canvas to match your cutting mat.

Section 11
Canvas Panel
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Step 4 In the Canvas panel, change the settings to match those of your project. Each canvas type has 
unique settings based on the item itself. Change settings such as category, style, size, and color.

The canvas will appear with the Canvas Properties panel open.

Canvas Panel (cont.)

Section 11
Canvas Panel
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Step 5 Once you have completed your selections, click “Update Canvas.” The canvas 
properties will change to your preferences. 

Step 6 Now you can design your project on the screen to look exactly how the finished 
project will appear. 

Tip: To customize the size of your canvas, click “Custom” in the Size drop-down menu. 
Here you can adjust both the width and height of your canvas. 
(Remember to unlock the aspect ratio if you would like to adjust the height and width separately.)

Canvas Panel (cont.)
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Mat Preview

Once your project is ready to cut, click “Go.” Cricut Design Space™ will take your project and automat-
ically separate the color layers onto di�erent mats for you. The Mat Preview screens give you multiple 
options to adjust your mats prior to cutting.

• Select/edit di�erent mats based on color
• Move/rotate images on the mat
• Make copies of your project
• Mirror the images on the mat (for use with materials like iron-on)
• Select the material size

Use the Mat Preview screens to perform a variety of tasks.



Mat Preview (cont.)
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Click on each mat thumbnail image to preview the image layout. To move between mats, either click 
on the mat thumbnail or select a mat number at the bottom of the page.

Tip: If you have more than four mats, click the arrows at the bottom of the window to see the
additional mats.

Select/Edit mats



Mat Preview (cont.)
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Mat Preview
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Adjust the position of an image by dragging or rotating it to your desired placement. To move an 
image, select the image and drag it to the desired location. To rotate an image, select the image and 
use the handlebar at the top of the image to rotate it in either direction.

It is easy to make multiple copies of your project. After the question “How many projects do you 
want to make?” type in a number or use the arrow keys to indicate the number of projects you’ll be 
making. When you are finished, click “Apply.”  

Tip: Cricut Design Space™ will automatically multiply each image and add mats as needed to make 
the number of projects you entered.

Move/Rotate Images

Make Copies



Mat Preview (cont.)
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Tip: You will have to change the material size for each mat or color group.

Change the material size by clicking on the Material drop-down menu at the bottom of the mat 
preview window. 

Tip: If the entire project is going to be cut with iron-on, you will need to mirror each mat.

Use the mirror image button when working with materials such as iron-on so that images and text 
will appear in the correct orientation when applied. Click the button to reverse images on the 
selected cutting mat. 

Mirror Images

Material Size
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Purchasing Images
Find and purchase single images, image sets, or the subscription plan in Cricut Design Space™. You can 
design without purchasing an image; however, you must purchase the image prior to cutting.

Single images
Step 1 From the mat preview screen, you’ll see a cart symbol with the total amount of your purchase. 
Click “Purchase & Go.”

Step 2 If you haven’t already, enter your payment information. Cricut Design Space will save your 
information for future purchases.

Tip: You can change your information any time. In Cricut Design Space™, click on teh green account 
button and select “Account Details” from the drop-down menu.



Purchasing Images (cont.)
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Step 3 Next, scroll down the purchase summary to confirm your purchase.

Step 4 If you have a promotional code, enter it in the Promos & Discounts box and click apply.



Purchasing Images (cont.)
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Step 5 Click  “Confirm purchase.”

Step 6 Enter your password in the Authorize Purchase box, and then click “Authorize.”

Step 7 Once your purchase is complete, you will receive the message,  “Success, your order 
has been completed.”

$1.05



Purchasing Image (cont.)
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Image Sets
Step 1 To purchase an image set, click on “Insert image” from the design screen.

Step 2 From the Insert Images window, choose “All Image Sets” from the drop-down menu. 
This will display all the sets that are available in the Cricut Design Space™ Image Library.

Tip:  Many image sets are sold as physical cartridges in stores and digitally online, while other image 
sets may only be available digitally.



Section 13B
Purchasing Images - Image sets

Section 13B Page 2

Purchasing Image (cont.)

Step 4 Scroll through the image to see all content available on the image set. If you would like to 
purchase the set, click on the Buy Set circle located at the top of the window.

Step 3  Click on an image tile to review what is included in the image set. 
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Purchasing Images (cont.)

Step 6 Next, scroll down the purchase summary to confirm your purchase.

Step 5 If you haven’t already, enter your payment information. Cricut Design Space™ will save your 
information for future purchases.

Tip: You can change your information in the account details screen at any time.
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Purchasing Images (cont.)
Step 7 If you have a promotional code , enter it in the “Promos & Discounts” box and click “Apply.”

Step 8 Click “Confirm purchase.”
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Purchasing Images (cont.)
Step 9 Enter your password in the Authorize Purchase box, and then click “Authorize.”

Step 10  Once your purchase is complete, you will receive the message, “Success, order has 
been completed.”
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Image Sets
Step 1 To purchase an image set, click on “Insert image” from the design screen.

Step 2 From the Insert Images window, choose “All Image Sets” from the drop-down menu. 
This will display all the sets that are available in the Cricut Design Space™ Image Library.

Tip:  Many image sets are sold as physical cartridges in stores and digitally online, while other image 
sets may only be available digitally.
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Purchasing Image (cont.)

Step 4 Scroll through the image to see all content available on the image set. If you would like to 
purchase the set, click on the Buy Set circle located at the top of the window.

Step 3  Click on an image tile to review what is included in the image set. 
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Purchasing Images (cont.)

Step 6 Next, scroll down the purchase summary to confirm your purchase.

Step 5 If you haven’t already, enter your payment information. Cricut Design Space™ will save your 
information for future purchases.

Tip: You can change your information in the account details screen at any time.
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Purchasing Images (cont.)
Step 7 If you have a promotional code , enter it in the “Promos & Discounts” box and click “Apply.”

Step 8 Click “Confirm purchase.”
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Purchasing Images (cont.)
Step 9 Enter your password in the Authorize Purchase box, and then click “Authorize.”

Step 10  Once your purchase is complete, you will receive the message, “Success, order has 
been completed.”



Subscription

Step 1 To purchase a subscription go to www.cricut.com.

A subscription gives you unlimited access to 25,000+ Cricut images and 200+ fonts. 
Subscriptions can be purchased monthly or yearly.

• Monthly subscription $9.99 per month
• Yearly subscription $99.99 per year

Tip: See a list of all images and cartridges included in the subscription, go to 
us.cricut.com/subscription list. 

Section 13C
Purchasing Images - Subscription
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Purchasing Images (cont.)

us.cricut.com/subscriptionlist


Step 2 Type subscription into the search field.

Step 3 Determine the length of your subscription (monthly or yearly) and select that plan.
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Purchasing Images (cont.)



Step 4 Click on “Subscribe” and you will be taken to the shopping cart.

Step 5 Click on “Continue to checkout.” If you haven’t already, sign into your Cricut.com account.
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Purchasing Images (cont.)



Step 6 Complete the billing and payment information and click “Continue.”

Step 7 Review your order and click “Submit order for [$xx.xx]” to complete your transaction. You now 
have access to all images and fonts included in the subscription. 
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Purchasing Images (cont.)



Upgrade your purchase to a subscription

Step 1 To preview and possibly upgrade your purchase to a subscription, create a project and go to the 
payment screen. 

Step 2 Before clicking the “Confirm Purchase,” click “Preview This Plan” to see how the 
subscription will a�ect your purchase price. 

The low cost of subscription plans often make them less expensive than purchasing images individually. 
You can review your order then preview the subscription plan to see which option works best for you.

Section 13D
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Purchasing Images (cont.)



Step 3 If you would like to purchase the subscription, click on the green “Add Subscription” box. 
If you want to proceed with your original purchase, click on the “x” at the top right corner of the 
purchase summary.

Step 4 To complete an upgrade to a subscription, click on the green “Confirm Purchase” box. 
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Purchasing Images (cont.)



Step 5 Complete your purchase by entering your password in the Authorize Purchase box, and 
then click “Authorize.”

Step 6 Once your purchase is complete, you will receive the message , “Success, order has 
been completed.”
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Purchasing Images (cont.)




